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ſpread among us, but he is ſhaking his Rod ov 


more both of 'em confider d together, I could not 


thing, 
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ey took, Aſbes.. f the Fornace, and food 
Ae, Phargob, and Moſes ſprinkled. it up to- 
ward Heaves ; and it became a Boil breaking 
forth with Blains upon Man aud upon Beaſt. 
And the Magici ums co could wot #a rd be Mo- 
ſer, becauſe of "the Boil - fr Ihe Boil was 
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| 5 Spins tits is too àpplicable to ths li 
| Cas of this and ſome gther 12 1 — 
Europe, to make any Apology for my. 12 3 


g 1 upon ĩt at this time We haye 2 
MON! 2 Biſtemn er prevailing. among us, which 
very much reſembles that mention'd' my 1 
whe ewith God puniſh'd the People of Egypt in 
Days and by the Hand of Moſes. God Srant 
kn hay not bid: harden'd under it, as Pharaoh is 
faid to be in the Verſe after my Text. Nor is 
God only viſiting us with a Diftemper «Il 


us by a Plague which rages in no very far diſtant 
Part of the World; either of which, but much 


bot think a Providence which deferves we ſhonld. 
take ſome Publick notice of it: 

This then is the Occaſion of my chooſing cheſs 
Words as the Subject of our preſent Meditations: 
And in diſcourſing upon them, I ſhall ſpeak ſome- 


A 2 il, 


6 — ͤ—— 
TIL "= 


ä » 
. by 
_- E << 
_— 5 * 
"+ 1. 
{ TOS 
7 


the Plagues deſcrib'd in this Book. 
Enja ments. Thus he did in Three ofthe Plagues 


Exceſs ? And then God can and ſometimes do's 


kent, Soneerning the-Plagues of - Egypt in gene- 
ral, as they are deſerib'd in this and the ad- 
jacent Chapters. 


2175 Concerning this P 
Plains in particular. 


yt, I ſhall" speak gan concerning the 
Plagues of Egypt in general; Which you have de- 
ſerib'd in Chapters 4 tb, 5b 91h, i 11th, 
and 125b of this Book. And what I would offer 
aalen to us at this Juncture, I. ſyall.deli- 
yer in a few. Obſervations, which may tend a little 
to Awaken us to, Serious Conſideration, Many 
ſuch - Obſervitions' might indeed be raisd Dm 
the ſeveral particular Pens mention'd in theſe 
Chapters, and the awful Circumſtances that at- 
tended em. But my deſign is only to inſiſt upon 
ſuch, as ariſe og. naturally, from the geperal 
Collection of. Plagues, .. without going far 
into the - ſeveral : Pace Now there afe Six 
Obſervations which I wor ders ang briefly con- 
2998 from eee «15 side donn 4. 
et; I rg 0G 
Fit, That: God has a: great mes 5 Ways 
and Means of puniſhing and ſhewing his Diſplea- 
ſure againſt a ſinful . 1 ſhall mention ſeveral 
of theſe Methods which are clear and plain in 


iague of the Boils and 


... If, He can puniſn them in their moſt neceſſary 


he ſent upon this People. In one of em he 
turn d Water into (a) Blood. There is ſcarce a 
more neceſſary Element for the Support and Re- 
freſhment of a People, than this of Water. But 
alas! how often is it abusd by Drunkenneſs and 
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1 
turn this moſt neceſſary Bleſſing into à dreadful 
Curſe. The Water which was turn d into Blood 
at this time, ſeems to be that ofj the River Nile, 
which Egypt was always famous for. Indeed tis the 
overflowing of this River which makes their Land 
fruitful, and ſupplies the Want of Rain, which is 
very ſcarce in that Part of the World. And the 
Egyptians had fo great a Veneration for this River 
on the account of its Uſefulneſs. and Unknown 
Original, it's Riſe being then undiſcoverd, that 
they ador'd it as a God. Therefore did the true 
God juſtly puniſn em this Way. And thus if we 
fer our Hearts upon, and too much admire our 
Earthly Bloſſings, tis a high Provocation to the. 
Almighty, who is jealous of his Honour and will 
not give his Glory to another, to curſe us in 
them. Thus alſo did he plague that People by a 
Swarm of Locuſts, which came and devour'd eve- 
ry Herb of the Land, and all the Fruits; ſo that 
there was none left. (a) Thus alſo did he puniſh 
Egypt in the Plague of Murrain, which kill'd all 
their (4) Cattle: God has given not only the 
Herbs but the Cattle of the Field for the Suſte- 
nance of Mankind. But when theſe. are abus d 
by Luxury and Intemperance, and made Fuel for 
our Luſts, he can and will ſometimes deprive us 
of em.. 4 | 23 196 Eh Lao 
24h, He can Puniſh a wicked People in their 
Deareſt Relations. Children are undoubtedly a 
Great Blefling, and they 'are very Dear to ſuch as 
have Humane Nature prevailing in 'em. And a- 
mong all Children the Firſt-Born are apt to be 
deareſt to us, in as much as they are the Beginning 
or Firſt-Fruits of our Strength (c). For which Rea- 
ſon it is pronounc'd as an awful Curſe upon him 
who ſhould build Fericho, that he ſhould Jay the ; 
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(a) ch. 10. 15. (5) ch. 9. 1, Cc. (e) Deut. 21. 17. 
foundation 
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did an angry 


| (4) Ib. 57. 0 Ib. 24. 


(6) 

jon thereo in bis Firſt-Bors (a) Now in theſe 
plague and puniſh the wicked 
i che (J. He threaten'd em with the Death 

all their Fieſt-Born, as the laſt and ſoreft of theſe 
Plagnes ; and we ſoon find it executed, ſo that 
the Eldeft in every Family from the King down 
to the meaneft Captive was ſtruck Dead in a Night, 


and there was not a Houſe where there was not 
one Dead. This ſhould teach us to ſit looſe to 


our Deareft Relations, nat to Idolize em, but to 
teach em the Fear of the Lord, and to carry it 


toward em ſd, that we may not Sin em away, 
nor provoke God to Deprive us of em. This in- 


deed was a Juft Puniſhment upon the Egyptian: 
They had ' Slain the Children of the Hebrews, and 
that not under a ſudden Surprize , but by an ex- 
preſs tho? crael Order from the-King himſelf; and 
now a Sin-revenging God, righteouſly flew heirs. 
And thus he ma Pp puniſh any other People - when 
jo y fin agaiaſt him. If they take too much Pride 
their $0ns and Daughters, lay too much ftreſs 
upon the growing Hopes of their Families He 
can eut off all the Branches of em, write *em 
Childleſs, or deprive em of thoſe who are to ſup- 
t their Names, as they vainly flatter themſelves, 


when they are'dead and gone. 
3, He canpuniſh us by ſuch means, as ſeem 


to be the maſt contemptible. What can be more 


contemptible chan Lice, and Flies, and Frogs, and 
the very Duſt of the Earth? And yet all theſe 
were made a Plague to the Egyprians (c). We read 
That the Frogs came up and cover d the Land of E- 
gypt (4). We read alſo, That the Duſt was turned 


into Lice, which tormented both Man and Beaſt. And 


(e) we read that a grievous Swarm of Flies came in- 
n Houſe f Pharaoh ws * 1 his Servants, and of 


(a). Joſ.6. 26 00 See cb. 11. 4. ch 12. 29. ( Ch. 8. 6. 
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ptions, ſo tbat the whole Land 
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is may ſeem a ſlight Sort of Affliction, 
ut it was ſo heavy upon them, that Pharaoh: ear- 
neftly intreated to be deliver d frgm it. And what 
indeed cannot the meaneſt Creature do, to be a 
Torment 2 us, when it is in the Hand of God? 


Abi, He can puniſh; us by a direct ſtroke from 


Heaven, as well 5. by the things of this World. 
And this way alſo he cook to puniſh the Egyptian. 
We find, (a) the Lofd ſent Thunder and Hail, and 
the Fire ran along upon the Ground ; ſo that there was 
Hail and Fire mingled with the Hail very grievous, ſach 
as there was none like it in all the Land of Egypt, ſince 


it was a Nation. And then after this, becauſe they 
were ſtill Impenitent, we find (5) a ſorer Judg- 


ment inflicted ; God ſent & thick darkneſs, even ſuch 
as might be felt three Days, and they ſaw not one ano” 


How dreadful a Plague muſt this be, and here Was 
the evident hand of God in it: If we are not fe- 
formed by ordinary Calamities, God can ſend 
extraordinary ones, and puniſh us yet ſeven times 
more for our Iniquities. uo __ 
24h, Obſ. That the merciful God ſometimes u- 
ſes repeated Methods, and waits a conſiderable time 


for the Reformation of a People, before he totally 


deſtroys em. It is plain that the Egyptians were 2 
moſt ſinful People: Their Iniquities had been fil- 
ling up for many hundreds of years, before they 
were thus afflicted. It is not unlikely that they 
were as ridiculous in their Idolatry before, as they 
were after this time, when they worſhip'd Cro- 
codiles, Leeks and Onions, Dogs, Oxen, Bulls, 
(e) &. Tis certain they were groſs Idolaters, yet 
God ſtill forbore. And how long had they op- 
preſs d the Mraelites in a moſt barbarous manner ? 


* * * 
WW I . — I 3 FOR 1 fs WP 4 — cy F OV WER Fo WY O F, 
bk — 6 _ 
LAG 1 FS % 2 7 _ 4 


15. per Tot, ie 5 0 
391197 10 


FE 


ther, neither did any riſe from his place for three Days. 


uo leſs than four hundred Years. And even now 
when God went about to chaſtiſe em, we find no 


leſs than ten Plagues infſicted, before they were 
drown'd in the Red Sea. Formerly in the days of 
Foſeph, we read that they endur'd ſeven years Fa- 
mine, which one would have thought ſhould have 
deeply humbled em. It did not do it, yet God 
ſpar d em ſome hundreds of years after that. And 
now that he was going to deſtroy em, he ſent 
Plague upon Plague before he did it. It is obſer- 
vable alſo, that God gave notice of moſt of theſe 
Plagues or Judgments by the Mouth of Moſes, be- 
fore they came upon em. He warn'd them of 
what was coming upon em, to ſee if that would 
awaken em; and when they were inflicted, ſtill 
they were removed, upon Pharaoh's intreating Mo» 
ſes to 2 for em; tho he made but deceitful 
Promiſes to let Iſrael go, and was only outwardly. 
humbled at the time when he was afflicted; yet 
God preſently turn d away the Judgment. How 
mercifully do's he deal with the worft of Sinners, 
and how'unwilling is he that any ſhoul@periſh'? He 
waits and bears long, and tries all the Methods that 
are fit for him to try, to prevent their Ruine. He 
cries, How ſhall I give thee up, How ſhall 1 deliver 
thee ? My Repentings are kindled within nme. 
But I obſerve again from this Hiſtory, /, 
34ly, The unaccountable hardneſs of Sinners 
Hearts, and the diſmal uſe they make of the Judg- 
ments of God. It is certain, that theſe Plagues 
were awful and uncommon, and enough to have 
ſoften'd any, that had not loſt all Senſe' of God 
and Religion; and yet we find that they had a 
contrary effect upon this People. It is frequently 
ſaid, that Pharaoh's Heart was harden'd under the 
Plagues which were inflited upon him. Obdurate 
Wretch! who would not be ſoften'd by the ſeve- 
reſt Calamities that ever were inflicted, almoſt upon 
any Perſon or People: Sometimes indeed he _ 
Aft - | | tende 
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,  - 
tended to relent a little, but he never came to a 
true Repentance. As for the Magicians, they con- 
tributed to the disbelief of God's being concern'd 
in theſe things. Theſe were regarded as ſome of 
the wiſeſt Perſons in the Kingdom of Egypt, as 
being the moſt Skilful in the Art of Magick or 
Divination, which was in the higheſt eſteem among 
the Caldeans and Egyptians. But theſe pretendedly 
wiſe Men were now plung'd in the greateſt Folly, 
they ap'd the Miracles which were wrought by 
Moſes, and pretended'to do as great things as him- 
ſelf : And thus they did what they could to har- 
den Pharaob, and all that were about him. At laſt 
a Confeſſion was extorted out of the Mouths of 
theſe Inſtruments of Satan, and they could not 
but ſay, This was the Finger of God; (a) but that 
ay truly repented, do's not at all appear. And 
2s for the Body of the Egyprians, we are not told 
that they were really humbled, tho” at laſt ſome" 
of em ſeem'd to ſhew ſome tenderneſs to the He- 
brews, which they might do from natural Aﬀecti- 
on, or in order to get rid of em, or from the 
force of unavoidable Conviction ; but many of 
'em purſued them even to the Red Sea, and fo were 
harden'd to their own Deſtruction. This is the 
worſt ſort of Judgment indeed, when a Judicial Hard- 
neſs goes along with the outward Severities we 
feel from the Hand of Providence, and therefore 
it is juſtly deſcrib'd as a plague upon Men's Hearts. 
(% When we are ſoften'd and humbl'd under the 
Hand of God, tis a wonderful Mercy: Bur tis a 
_ dreadful Sign, when the Jadgments of God are a- 
broad in the Earth, and the Inhabitants of it do 
not learn Righteouſneſs. Yer this alas, is frequent- 
ly the caſe of the People of this World, God ſpeaks 
once, yea twice, yet Man perceiveth it not. 
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(a) Chop. 2. 19. (3) 1 Kings 8. 39. 
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, Obſ. That there is ſometimes a ſpecial Pro- 
yidence of God, watching over and preſerving his 
People, in the Plagnes which: are inflicted upon the 
Wicked. It is not indeed to be always expected, 


that God will ſave the Lives and the Comforts of 


every good Man in a titne of publick Calamity. 
They do often contribute too much to the Heap of 
4 Nation's Sins, and as they are Sinners, they may 
juſtly be puniſh'd along with the reſt of the World. 
Nor is this inconſiſtent with the ng Low 
of God towards them, ſeeing. He will ſupport 
them under their ſevereſt Afflictions, and at kt 
make up all to them in a better World. But yet 
it is not unuſual with God, to make a Hedge a- 
bout his beloved Children, to defend them from 
the Miſeries which happen to others. To that 
purpofe he promiſes, The plague ſhall not come nigh 
rhe Dwelling of ſuch as make Grd their 2275 and the 
moſt High their Habitation; That no evil jhall befal em, 
that God will deliver them from the noyſom Peſtilence, 
ſo: that 3bey (ball not be afraid of the Terror by Night, 
nor of tbe Arrow that flyeth by Day, nor - of the Peſti- 
lence that walketh in Darkneſs, nor of the Deſtruttion 
that waſteth at Noon-day, that a thouſand ſhall fall at 
their Side, and ten thouſand at their Right-hand ; but it 
ſball not come nigh them, that be will cover them with 
his Feathers, and under his Wings fball tbey truſt, and 
that be will give bis Angels charge over them, to keep 
"em in al their ways, Pl. 91. from ver. 1, to 11. And 
this was RE w of God's People, now in the 
time of the Egyptian Plagues. Thus in the Plague 
of the Flies, when all Egypt was over-ſpread — 
em, God put a Diviſſon between his People and Pha- 
roah's People, and ſecur d the Land of Goſhen, ſo tbat 
no [warm of Flies was there at al. (a) So in the 


Plague of Murrain, all the Cattle of Egyp: dy'd, 
but of the Cattle of the Children of Iſrael dyd not 
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3 6 1 
owe. - (a) So in the Plague of Hail, (%) which ſmote 
all the Herbs and Trees of the Egypriant, Ves in the 
Land of Goſhen, where the Children of Irael avere, 
| there was no Hail. So in the Plague of Datknef, 
when all r Was cover'd with a Darkneſs which 
me be felt, it is faid, That all the Children of II- 
rael bad Light in their Dwellings. (c) And fo in the 
Death of the Firſt-born, the defttoying Angel cut 
off all che eldeſt Ohildren of the Egyptians in 2 
Night, but 2 Dog did not move his Tongue againift any 
of the Iſraelites, that they might know, ſays God, that 
1 put a Difference between the one and the other. (d) And 
© Foſephus aſſures us, that when the Waters of Nile 
werd turn'd into Blood, which was all the Water 
they had to drink, tho' it bred the Gripes in the 
Egyptians, yet it had no ill Taſte, or Effect at all 
upon the Hebrews. de) See how Religion ſecures 
Men even as to this World, and that tis worth out 
while to ſerve the Lord, tho' there were no Hea- 
ven to reward us forit, much more when there Is. 
5th, T obſerve from this Hiſtory, That Impe- 
nitency under the repeated Judgments of God, is 
Fatal and Deſtructive. So it' was to Pharoab and 
his Hoſt, The ſevereſt Calamities that could well 
befal them, were ſent upon em one after another. 
And tho' they ſometimes feem'd to Relent, yet up- 
on the whole they continu'd harden d in their Sins. 
And what was the Conſequence of this? 4 
paſs'd over the Red Sea, as upon dry Land, which 
the Egyptians eſſaying to do, were drown'd. . Pha- 
rach the great harden'd Offender, met with this 
dreadful Cataſtrophe, as the puniſhment. of his 
Oppreſſion and Impenicency. His Hoſt were alſo 
deſtroy d with him, that is, his Army who were 
the Executioners of his Revenge and Malice; and 
tis moſt likely that a great Number of the Egypti- 
( ch 9. 6. (I) Ib. 26 (e) Ch. 10. 23. (4) Ch 11. 2. 
(e) Lib. 2. cap. 14. | | „„ | 
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an Nobility were in this terrible Overthrow, for 
they ſeem to be meant by the Servants of Pharaoh. 
And ſome tell us, that even Jannes and Fambres, 
the Magicians who oppos d Moſes, and help'd ſo 
much. to harden Pharaoh, periſh'd alſo at this time. 
So awful is it to fall into the hands of the Living 
God, and ſo certain is it, that Impenitent Sin- 
ners will finally do ſo. Vengeance will at laſt o- 
vertake that People, whom Judgments will not 
A nta 


SBreera venit, ſed Certa venit, vindicta Deorum. 


_ Gibly, The deſign of all theſe Things is chiefly to 
be obſerved, and that is to bring Honour to God; 
Jo get him a Name, and make him known upon 
the Earth; To let it be ſeen, that he is a Sin- ha- 
ting and a Sin- revenging God, and to keep up the 
Belief and Reverence of him > the World. This 
is the Deſign upon which He ſends Peſtilence and 
Famine, any Diſtempers or Calamities upon Man- 
kind. It is ſaid, that theſe things were done, that 
Men might know, that there was none like unto the God 
of Iſa 3. That He migbt ſhew bis Power upon Pha- 
raoh, that the Egyptians might know that He was the 
Lord, yea, that his Name might be declar d throughout 
all the Earth. (a) This was allo in part the effect 
of theſe Judgments, even on the Egyptians them- 
ſelves, while they were in the Red Sea encompaſs'd 
with the Waters which they ſaw ready to over- 
whelm them; They then cry'd, Let us fly from the 
face of Iſrael, for the Lord fighteth for them againſt the 
Egyptians. () And then as for the 1/raelires, as 
they had peculiar reaſon to honour their mighty 
Deliverer, ſo they did, tho' not fo uniformly and 
conſtantly as they ought. It is ſaid Ch. 14. ver. 31. 
They feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and his Ser- 
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5 (a) Ch. $. 10. 9. 16. 14. 4, & c. (+) ch. 14. 25. 5 * 
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want Moſes. And the next Chapter is moſtly 
ſpent in a Song of praiſe dran up on purpoſe, and 
ſung to the Honour of the Mighry God of Fa- 
cob, for theſe wonderful Works which he had done. 
Is God then ſending a Deſtroying Angel to cut off 
the Firſt- born, or any of the Children, or other 
Branches in our own or the Families about us? 
Is He going out in any of his Judgments againſt 
us? Let us glorifie Him, and humble our ſelves 
under his mighty Hand, caſt off hardneſs of Heart, 
repent and forſake our Sins, and then we may 
hope that He will turn away his Wrath left He 
ſhould deſtroy us. He will be glorify'd either by 
us, or upon us, we ſhould therefore comply with 
the one, and thereby. we may prevent the other. 
I am to Speak ſomething now, 
⁊ah, Concerning the Plague of the Boils and 
Blains in particular. And this we ſhall find to be 
no ſmall Calamity upon this People of Egypt, or 
indeed upon any others where- ever God ſhall think 
fit to ſend it. It do's not, J confeſs, carry the 
ſame awful aſpe& as the Peſtilence, or that which 
we commonly call the Plague, which ſome Inter- 
preters tell us, was that which deſtroy'd all the 
Firſt- born of Egypt in one black and diſmal Night. 


But it is certainly a very great Judgment or Aﬀi- © 


ction, not very much leſs than the other, and, as 
we fee by this Hiſtory, ſometimes the fore-run- 
ner of it. In the 8th and th Verſes, we have God's 
Order given to Moſes and Aaron, about the inflict- 
ing of this Plague. And now in the words of my 
Text, we find it actually inflifted. When God 
will ſend a ſore Diſeaſe to puniſh a People for 
their Sins, it ſhall be done, and there is no pre- 
venting it. It has been obſerv'd already, that God 
by his Servants Moſes and Aaron, warn'd Pharaoh 
of moſt of the Plagues he intended to ſend upon 
him, that ſo He might have time to prevent it by 

Repentance and Reformation. But we don't by 
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be did ſo in this Plague, as neither in the Pla 
the Lice, nor in the Plague of the Darkneſs. 
times he brings Calamities upon a ſinful Na- 
tion ſuddenly, when they don't think of it, nor 
expect it. If we won't hearken to ſuch Puniſh- 
ments as we are threatn'd with, and told of before- 
hand, he'll try what may be done by ſurprizing 
us, and coming upon us at unawares. However, 


ne of 


- 


Pbaraob was not without ſame intimations of God's 


Intentions to chaſtiſe him in the preſent Caſe. 
We are told here, that Moſes and Aaron food Be- 
fore Pharaoh, and 3 the Aſhes of the Furnace, &c. 
They did it before his Face, that he might ſee 
*twas not a natural Diſeaſe, if I may call any 
Diſtemper ſo ; but that God ſent it in an extra- 
ordinary way, for their inhumane treatment of the 
People of 1/-ae]. Now in ſpeaking to this ſore 


Affliction which befel the nen“ and the like 
A 


to which is now viſiting this Nation, I ſhall briefly 

conſider theſe four things, ts 

Are, The Judgment it ſelf, or the Nature of 
this Affliction. 1 WD We | 

| 1455 mo Way or Manner wherein it was in- 

flicted. | : 


1 37%, The Univerſality of it. 


Atbiy, The Greatneſs of it. 


Hirt, The Judgment it ſelf, or the Nature of 
this Affliction. It is faid, that it was a Boil, 
breaking forth with Blains upon the Bodies of the 
People. The Sin of their Souls, did now, as it 
were, break out upon their Bodies in a burning 
Bliſter, which made em a Torment to themſelves. 
Foſephus repreſents it as an inward Ulcer, (2) but 
whether it lay within or without 'em, it was a 
Sore upon their Bodies, which they were not a- 


—— 
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ble to bear. And it is very natural to obſerve 
here, that this was a Judgment which touch'd 'em 
more nearly than any that went before it. They 
had been plagued wich the Water curn'd into 
Blood, with Lice and Flies ſwarming about em, 
and with a Murrain which deftroy'd their Cat 
tle, none of which could bring em to Repen- 
tance. And therefore God now falls dire&Qly up- 
on their Perfons, and ſmites 'em in their own 
Bodies with a Diſeaſe which was very tottnerit« 
ing. Some perhaps may take this to be the pro- 
per Plague or Peſtilence 3 but it is more proba. 
ble, that that which kill'd the Firft-born was the 
real Plague, and God threatens to fend the Pe- 
| ſtilence afterwards, in caſe the Boil did not re- 
form them, which ſhews they were diſtinct Dif- 
eaſes. See v. 15. For now I will {mite thee and thy 
People with Peſtilence, and thou ſhalt be cut off from 
the Earth. I Suppoſe, none will from hence infer, 
that I take this to be in all Circumſtances, the 
ſame with the Small-pox, which now rages +- 
mong us: But it did certainly very nearly reſem- 
ble it, and ſeems to have been as like it, as any 
Diſtemper mention'd in the Book of God, which 
„ ph juſtifies our making this Application 
of it. : 
2dly, The Way or Manner in which this Juag- 
ment was inflited. This is ſet down in theſe 
words; They took Aſhes of the Furnace, and ſtood he- 
fore Pharaoh, and Moſes ſprinkled it up toward Hea- 
ven, and it became a Boil. Scripture tells us, that 
the Egyptians afflicted the 1/raelites, as in an Iron 
Furnace, Deut. 4. 20. Fer. IT. 4. And now the Ju- 
ſtice of Heaven turns the Furnace into a Tor- 
ment to them: As is Men's Sin, ſo ſometimes is 
their Puniſhment. Obſerve here, the Matter of 
ſome of theſe Plagues was taken from the Earth, 
of ſome from the Water, and of ſome from the 


Air; and this was taken from the Fire, to W 
1 | S 
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ſee, that there is not an Element, but God can 
make a Plague to Mankind. The ſame Elements 
which make up our Bodily Conſtitution; can de- 
ſtroy it when he . pleaſes: How far the Aſhes ta- 
ken from: the Furnace, might afford the Matter 
of this Puniſhment,: I ſhall mot determine; nor 
whether the power of God might not multiply 
and heat them, when they were gone out of the 
Hand of Moſes, ſo that falling upon the Bodies 
of this People, they might produce the Inflamma- 
tion which afflicted them. It is ſufficient to our 
preſent Purpoſe, if they had the nature of a 
Sign, to denote what ſort of Puniſhment they 
were now to fuffer. Nor can we tell whether 
at the ſprinkling of theſe Aſhes, God might not 
raiſe ſome other Duſt in the Air, which he might 
inflame, and thereby bring forth the fiery Scab with 
which they were afflicted. . It is ſaid, that Moſes 
ſprinkled the Aſhes toward Heaven; and this was 
plainly to let them ſee, that it was God who 
ſent this Judgment upon them. And ſo in all o- 
ther the like Diſeaſes, we may ask the Queſtion, 
Can there be Evil in a City, and the Lord hath not 
done it ? Amos 3. 6. As ſnre as Sin is the Cauſe, 
ſo ſure it is that God is the Author of em. Some- 
times indeed an Angel may be the Agent or In- 
ſtrument of bringing Diſtempers upon the World, 
as in the caſe of thoſe who worſhip the Beaſt, 
Rev. 16. 2. Nay, ſometimes Satan himſelf may be 
imploy'd in inflicting Bodily Diſeaſes, as in the 
caſe of Fob, which will be again after mention'd : 
But the ſuperior Agent, the principal Author, is 
the bleſſed God, who Killerh, as well as maketh a- 
live, 1 Sam. 2.6. In ſuch a caſe therefore, we are 
to look not only to the Rod or the Affliction it: 
ſelf, but to a God who hath. appointed it; ro him 
who has all power both in Heaven and Earth, 
and doth whatſoever pleaſeth him, both in the 
Armies of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 
the 


(1) 


of our Afflictions, we are culpably neglectful of 


him who ſits at the Helm, and is chiefly con- 


cern'd in all our Calamities We ought above 
all, to acknowledge his Providence in em, to a- 
dore his Power, Wiſdom and Juſtice, and to be 
humbled under his mighty Hand, by which they 


do, and without which they could not befal us. 


30, The Univerſality of this Judicial Diſtem- 
per. This was an Epidemical Diſeaſe, which 


ſpread thro' the whole Kingdom of Egypt, fo 
that none but the Vraelites eſcap'd it. They were 


the peculiar Care of Providence at this Time. 
And as it is expreſsly declar'd, that they were 


deliver'd from the other Plagues; ſo it is clearly 


intimated, that they were preſerv'd from this. 
It is ſaid, That the Boyl was upon the Magicians, 
and upon all the Egyptians, univerſally upon them; 


but upon no others. We are told here, That 
the Magicians could not ſtand before Moſes, becauſe . 


of the Boil ; for it was upon them, as well as the 
reſt of the People. They had greatly contribu- 
ted to the hardening of Pharach and the Fgyp= 
tians; Which is a very awful Conſideration, that 


Men devoted to the Service of Religion (as theſe 
were, not only what I hinted before, the Wiſe 


Men, but the very Prieſts of Egypt) ſhould do all 


they could for the ſake of a worldly Intereft to 


hinder and deſtroy it. They were, in a word, 
not only concern'd in the Nation's Sins, but were 
Ringleaders in the Iniquities of the Times. And 
therefore twas fir, they ſhould feel the Marks of 


God's Hand and Diſpleaſure. And this was 4 
remarkable Rebuke upon them for their Confi- 


dence in oppoſing Moſes, as they had but lately 
done. They pretended to turn Water into Blood; 


and to create Frogs as well as He; Whereinz-- 


whether they wrought real Miracles or no, I 


ſhall 


the Earth: And if our Thoughts are fix'd only 
upon Duſt and Aſhes, the viſible immediate Cauſe 


— 
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ſhall not diſpute. But now they could not fo 
much as avoid the Effects of His Power upon 
their own Perſons: So that, as the Apoſtle ob- 
ſerves, (a) Their Folly was manifeſt unto all Men. 
They could not ſtand before Him; This may 
denote, that they were now once more con- 
vincd by Him. They had before acknowledg'd, 
Tha is the Finger of God: And now again, they 
could not but own, That the Prophet and Ser- 
vant of the Lord was too hard for them. Hap- 
py for them, if this had provd a thorough 
Change and Converfion : And happy would ir 
be for Many, who are ſick of the Boyl in our 
Day, if in that Senſe they could not ſtand be- 
fore it; if they were convinc'd of their Sins, 
and brought a Saving Repentance for em. 
Some ſuch Inftances we hope there may be, 
and that the Grace of God do's fometimes fer. 
in ſo, as to turn the Sickneſs of the Body into 
Health and Soundneſs to the Soul. Would to 
God, they were more Common ! We might then 
look upon our Calamity, to be one of our 
Greateſt Bleſſings. Nor was this Diſeaſe con- 
fin d to the Greateſt Sinners, but ſpread thro” all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men. The Sins which 
they were now puniſh'd for, were National ; 
and therefore the Puniſhment inflicted for 'em 
muſt be National too. Epidemical Crimes if 
loog perſiſted in, will bring down Epidemical 
Difeales And when ſuch Diſtempers are diffus'd 
among the main Body of a People, it certain 

concerns them to reflect upon, and to be hum- 
bl'd for the common Sins which they have com- 
mitted. O that we of this afflicted Nation, 
may do fo. at this Time Finally, My Text 
aſſerts, That the Boil” broke forth in Blaint upon 
Man and upon Beaſt. God had lately deſtroy'd great 
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Numbers of the Egyptian Cattle by a Murrain, 
and their not being ſoften' d by that Plague, 
juſtly provok'd Him to ſmite the Reſt with this 
of the Boils and Blains. And here we may ſee 
the deplorable Effects of Sin; how fatal it is, 
not only to Man, but to his Dependants, and al- 
moſt all that has any Relation to Him. God 
curs d the Ground for the Sin of our Firſt- Pa- 
rents (a). And here the Beaſts of the Field are 
cursd for the Iniquities of a Provoking People. 
This the Pſalmiſt obſerves alſo, (b) He turneth 
Rivers into 4 Wilderneſs, and the Water-ſprings into 

dry Ground: A Fruitful Land into Barrenneſs, for 
the Iniquities of them that dwell. therein. For the 
Encouragement of Religion, God will make the 
Earth to help. che Woman ; But for the Terror 
of the Ungodly., he'll make the ſame Earth to 
bring forth Briars and Thorns, and curſe the 
Bleſſings it bears for the Uſe of Man. 

4thly, We are to conſider the Greatneſs of this 
Affliction; and that will appear from theſe five 
Conſiderations. i 
½, That it is ſent by God as an extraordinary 
Puniſhment for the Sins of Men. Health of Body 
is one of the greateſt Mercies belonging to this 
World, which made the Apoſtle (c) pray for 
his beloved Gaius, that His Body migbt be in 
Health and proſper, even as his Soul proſper d. When 
a People therefore are come to an aggravated 
height of ſinning, when God will ſeverely cha- 
ſtiſe em for their Iniquities, when no antecedent 
Warnings and Severities will reform em; He can 
ſcarce take a more effectual Method to ſhew his 
Reſentment of their Sins, than by ſpreading a 
Diſeaſe amongſt them, which ſhall deprive em, 
either of their very Lives, or of the Comfort of 
Jem. And as Diſeaſes in general, fo this in par- 
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ticular, is God's Scourge to chaſtiſe and correct 
us,. When God would make Job an Inſtance of 
more than ordinary Affliction, He ſmites his Body 
as well as his Eſtate; and the Diſtemper he ſmore 
him with was almoſt the ſame with this which 
we are now ſpeaking of. (d) Satan went forth 
from the Preſence of the Lord, and ſmote fob, that is, 
the Devil, by God's Direction or Permiſſion, (for 
there is oftentimes the Hand of Satan as well as 
of God in ſuch Diſtempers) ſmote him, ith ſore 
Boils from the Sole of his Foot unto bis Crown, and he 
too him 4 Potſheard to ſcrape him withal, and be (3: 
down among the. Aſhes, that is] mourn'd and lament- 
ed himſelf in Duſt and Afhes. Sickneſs, tho' irc 
may happen to a religious Perſon, yet is a heavy 
Affliction; and the Sickneſs of the Boil is one of 
the moſt Afflictive of all others. It may befall a Job, 
one of the beſt of Men; but when it does ſo, it 
marks him out for a Man under God's fore Diſplea- 
ſure. For the ſame Reaſon, this Diſeaſe was 
threatn'd to the People of J/ael as their Puniſh- 
ment, if they ſhould prove rebellious and diſobe- 
dient. The Lord ſhall ſmite thee'with the Botch of E- 
Opt, and with the Emerods and with the Scab, and 
With the Itch, 2w5ereof thou canſt not be healed, Deut. 28. 
27. The 1/raelites were protected from this Plague 
of the Boils and Blains when it fell upon the E- 
gyptians.\, But afterwards ſays, that God who now 
Jo wonderfully preferv'd em, If thou rebel againſt 
me, if thou wilt not hearken to my Voice, to do 
all the Commandments which I command thee 
this Day; as I, will curſe thee a thouſand Ways 
beſides, fo I will torment thee with the very 
ſame Diltemper I ſent upon Pharach and his Peo- 
Plę for their Iniquities. And thus it is alſo de- 
nounc d as one of the Vials of the Wrath of God, 
Which ſhould: be. poured out upon the Earth, 
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when the Sins of Men ſhould become exceeding 
high and provoking. Rev. 16. 2. The frſs Angel 
went and poured out his Vial upon the Earth, and there 
fell a noiſome and grievous Sore upon the Men, which 
had the Mark. of the Beaſt, and upen them which wor- 
ſhip'd bis Image. Grievons Sinners ſhall be grie- 
vouſly tormented. They have a Spot upon their 
Souls, and that ſhall be puniſh'd with a Sore upon 
their Bodies. a | 
23h, That this Diſtemper muſt be no ſmall Ca- 
lamity appears alſo from the Painfulneſs of it. 
They that have it are a Torment to themſelves. 
It is a Sore upon the Body, which puts em to a 
great deal of Pain and Uneaſineſs. And it is 
no wonder that it ſhould do ſo, when the Diſ- 
eaſe lies in a violent Inflammation, and that 
joyn'd with a Swelling ; fo that there is a fiery 
Scab or Puſtle, ſpread all over the Patient. It is 
call'd, (e) an evil and malignant Ulcer. Tis an 
. angry Tumour or Eruption, which cannot but 
make People reſtleſs, as we commonly find it 
does. The Malignity of the Diſtemper muſt 
make it painful to the diſtemper'd Perſon. And 
that which helps to increaſe the Torment, 
is, the itching Humour which attends it, which 
yet cannot be fatisfy'd becauſe of the Sorenefs 
of it. The burning Scab or Bliſter which was 
upon their Bodies, ſtrongly diſpos'd this miſera- 
ble People to ſcratch themſelves, and yet they 
dar'd not do it, leſt the Remedy prove worſe 
than the Diſeaſe. We may obſerve ſomething 
of this alſo in the Caſe of Fob, who ſcrap'd 
himſelf with a Potſheard, to allay the: Irching 
which he had about him, at this Time. And 
that thus it frequently is in the Diſeaſe which 
is ſo univerſally ſpread in this Kingdom, I 


need not tell you: So that it is really a Kind 
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of little Plague almoſt whereever it comes; and 
they who have not a Senſe of Religion may 
be tempted by it to great Impatience ; as it is 
ſaid, They blaſphemed the God of Heaven, becauſe of 
their Pains, and their Sores, and repented not of 
their Deeds, Rev. 16. II. Ng 

3ahy, The afflictive Nature of this Diſeaſe, ap- 
pears alſo from the Noiſomneſs of it. 'Thoſe 
who are under it, are not only a Torment to 
themſelves, but to thoſe that are about em. 
They are a Spectacle to every Body that comes 
near em to gaze at and admire. How ſtrange- 
ly is the Face or Countenance of the ſick Per- 
Jon alter'd, as long as this Diſtemper is pre- 
vailing upon him; not to mention the Change 
which often remains after, and that ſometimes 
as long as he lives? What an offenſive Smell alſo 
does the Body caſt forth, ſo that the deareſt. 
Friends can ſcarce bear the Room which is in- 
fected with it? Nay, the Patient is ſcarce able 
to endure himſelf. This was one Circumſtance 
which mightily aggravated Job's Affliction, and 
made it very uneaſy to him. His Diſtemper 
was fo noiſome and offenſive to the Eye and 
Smell of his Friends, that it made 'em almoſt 
quite forſake him, as he elegantly deſcribes it, 
Chap. 19. 13 to 22. He bath put my Brethren far 
from me, and mine Acquaintance are verily eſtrang- 
ed from me. My Kinsfolk bade failed, and my 
familiar Friends have forgotten me. They that dwell 
in my Houſe, and my Maids count me for a Stranger: 
J am an Alien in their Sight. I called 'my Servant, 
and he gave me no Anſwer, I intreated him with my 
Mouth. My Breath is ſtrange to my Wife, tha I in- 
treated far the Childrens ſake,, of my own Body. Yea 
goung Children deſpisd me, I aroſe, and they ſpake 
againſt me. All my inward Friends abhorred me; 
and they whom I loved are turned againſt me. My Bone 
cleauetb to my Skin and to my Fleſh, and 1 am W 
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with the Skin of my Teeth. Have Pity upon me, Babe 
Pity upon me, O ye my Friends, for the Hand of God 
hath touched me. It was this alſo which render'd' 
David's Diſtemper very uneaſie to him; My Woarnds 
ſtink, and are corrupt, becauſe of my Fooliſhneſs : For my 
Loyns are filled with a loathſome Diſeaſe 3 and there is no 
Soundneſs in my Fleſh. My Lovers, and my, Friends ſtand 
aloof from my Sore; and my Kinſmen ſtand afar off, 
Pſ. 38. 5,7, T1. So that here are ſeveral unhappy 
Circumſtances, which concur in this and the like 
bodily Diſeaſes. They caſt forth a Scent which is 
odious to the Perſon infected with em, and they 
are offenſive both to the Sight and Smell of their 
Friends about em: So that they are in danger of 
being forſaken by all, but ſuch whoſe Charity in- 
clines em to come in to their Relief and Aſſiſtance. 
4thly, This Diſtemper is render'd the more af- 
flictive, by the Infection which attends it. Tis of 
ſuch a contagious Nature, as keeps away all who 
have not paſs'd thro' it already: So that upon this, 
as well as the foremention'd Account, the Perſon + 
who is under it, muſt often be depriv'd of the Con- 
verſation and Aſſiſtance of ſome of his deareſt 
Friends and Relations. He muſt either part wich 
them, or expoſe them to the Hazard of their Lives, 
either of which muſt be very grievous, if he has 
any real Affection to them. Nor can the very 
Thoughts of his being ſmitten with a catching Di- 
ſtemper, and ſuch as makes the reſt of the World 
afraid of him, be otherwiſe than deeply wounding 
and afflictive. It raiſes a Horror in the Mind, and 
is apt to make the Perſon who is thus ſtricken loath, 
and be afraid of himſelf too. „ 
5tbly, It is alſo a Diſeaſe which frequently proves 
mortal; and upon that account muſt be awful and 
affecting. Moſes indeed does not mention it in this 
Hiſtory ; but Foſephus tells us, that it was an Ulcer, 
which carry'd off the People in vaſt Numbers (F). 
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And: when God threatn'd it to the Maelites, hd 
call'd it a Diſtemper whereof 1hey could not be beal- 
ed, in that fore-mention'd Place, Deut. 28. 27. 
read alſo wer. 35 of that Chap. The Lord ſball ſmite - 
thee in the Knees and in the Legs, with a ſore Botch, 
which cannot be bealed, from the Sole of thy Foot to the | 
Tep of thy Head, Not but that this Diſeaſe was 
curable in itfelf, but God declard it ſhould not 
be ſo to them, if they apoſtatiz d from him. And | 
how many precious Lives are cut off by the like 
fatal. Diſtemper in almoſt every place where it 
M ſpreads and prevails? Some Hundreds have dy'd of 
1 it in this City within but a few Months paſt. And 
JI. many Thouſands have gone down to the Grave by 
1 the Stroke of this Deſtroying Angel in this Kingdom, 
io beſides ſuch as have dy'd by the ſame fatal Hand |} 
in the Nations about us. Nor has it prov'd Fatal on- ; 
ly to the Meaneſt of the People, but many Princes 
and Nobles have loſt their Lives by it in the ſpace of 
a ſingle Year. The late Vacancy in the Imperial 
1 Throne was owing to this Diſtemper. And this was 
_ that which depriv'd a Neighbouring Monarch of the 
Wil | Heir to his Crown and Dignity. Nor may we for- 
1 get the juſtly lamented Loſs of our own Excellent 
Wi | Q. Mary, who dy d of the ſame Diſtemper not many 
1 Years ago. So that when God will have it fo, this 
I» Diſeaſe ſhall be cruel as the Grave it ſelf, that will 
ipare none, but High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
Honourable and Diſhonourable, muſt ſubmit to it, 
and they ihall lie down alike in the Duſt; and the 
Worms ihall cover them. It is owing to the great 
Goodneſs of God, and under Him to the late Im- 
provements in Phylick, that ſo many eſcape, more 
than formerly were wont to do ſo. But yet, there 
is no ſmall Hazard of Life to be ſure. where it 
lights, and they who have obſerv'd it the moſt nar- 
rowly, do, I think, generally agree, that the. Smalls 
Pox has ſcarce ever been ſo Fatal as now thele thir- 
ty or forty Yeats... Briefly, we may apply co this, 
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25 76. 180. ow 
KB is Apoftts iſe Peas upon another Occation, For 
1 e many are weak: and ſickly amanng, you, and BY 
1 00 Many are Weak and Sickly, this Diſeaſe! 
105 om leaving. yitious Humours and ſuch Cor- 
a behind it, as expoſe to Fevers, Conſump- 
„ and other Mortal Diſeaſes. And thus many 
| ary firſt; 10 and then ſleep thro” its malevolent: 
Nature and Eft tees... Many are immediately cut off 
by it, and as ma Languiſh out all their Days; So. 
many are Kill'd by eyen long after they ſeem to 
be heal d and cur dof it: All which clearly demon- 
ſtrates that the Hand of God is upon that Nation 
where this Diſtemper prevails. So that it may fitly 
take up the Lamentation of holy Fob, but now re- 
cited, Have pity upon me, Have pity upon me, O ge, 
my, Friends, for the nd of God bath toucled me. 
I ſhall apply this Diſcourſe i in theſe. four knen 1 
lars. 

Firſt, Thi: s calls aloud both to thoſe, * bate,: 
and thoſe who have not had the Diſtemper whicli 
now Tages, among us. It is eaſy to, obſerve by the 
ip otted aces which. Ie in our Streets and Con- 
gregariors, that not art; ew have got over this Diſ- 
eaſe. Now ſuch opght.co be thankful for their De- 
lirerange, whereby c hes, have eſcaped a Danger ſo 
very great. Nor is it the leaſt conſiderable Cir- 
cumſtance in their Caſe. to afford cauſe of Tbank- 
foulneſs, that they have paſt the Diſtemper which is 
ſeldom repeated. There is no abſolute Security 
indeed that it ſhall not be ſo, ſome having had it 
more than once: But tis own'd, that it do's not 
uſually return upon the ſame Perſons, and there- 
fore a Recovery from it is the greater Mercy. And 
this I ſpeak not only to thoſe who have eſcap'd it ; 
ws 1 ad who have had dear Nennen on 
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who have never yet had this Diſtemper,} I would 


not put them in mind of their Danger to frighten 


them, being ſenſible, that the Small-pox often comes 


by a Fright, as well as by Infection. But I would 
mind them of it, that they may prepare for it. 
And ſurely, your Danger is great, when you are 
now more than commonly ſurrounded with a Di- 
ſtemper which is ſo Infectious and Mortal at the 
fame time. Nor is it an inconſiderable Circum- 
ſtance, that Perſons frequently die in it, in a ſud- 
den and ſurprizing manner. How many have been 
in the Thoughts, not only of their ſurroundin 

Friends, but of their Phyſicians too, in a hopefu 
way of Recovery, nay, paſt Danger ; and yet by 


a ſudden turn in their Conſtitutions, have in a few 


Hours or Moments breath'd their laſt ? And will 
you not then take care to be always ready? O 
Pray, and Hear, and Read, and Meditate, that you 
may get Oil into your Veſſels, make your Peace 
with God, and ſecure your Intereft in Chriſt and 
his everlaſting Covenant. You may indeed eſcape 
this Diftemper,or be reſtor'd from it; the ſame Pro- 
vidence which has preſerv'd you hitherto, can do 
ſo ſtill. But tis more than poſſible, you may not on- 
ly fall into ic, but fall by it; and therefore it high- 
ly concerns you to be always upon your Watch. 

- 2dly, Let us of this Nation be thankful, that we 
are not in the Caſe which ſome others have been 
brought into for their Sins. How many Plagues did 
an angry God inflict apon Egypt? But, how many 
" Mercies has he ſhowr'd down upon us? We have 
but one of theſe Plagues very viſible upon us at 


this time, the Plague of the Boils and Blains. And 


ſhall we not be thankful for ſuch diſtinguiſhing 
Goodneſs 2 What a dreadful Peſtilence has rag'd 


this Summer, and do's ſo {till in a violent manner, 


in Denmark and the parts adjacent? And ſhall we 
not be thankful that it is not as violent among us? 
Surely, we can pretend no more Merit than our 
Neighbours about us. May we not ſay, we have an 
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Egyptian Plagues? Is there not a Spirit of Oppreſſi- 
on and Perſecution too viſible in almoſt all Parties 
in this divided Kingdom? Indeed we have alſo too 

much of the Hebrew Spirit, in perpetual murmuring 
againſt God, in complaining againſt thoſe who have 


Egyptian Spirit among us, and therefore deſerve tb 


been, as Moſes to the Hraelites, our Deliverers, who 


have ſaved us from the Hands of them that hated us; 
and in longing to return to Egypr from whence we 
have been ſo wonderfully deliver'd. Theſe are me- 
lancholy Tokens, and the worſe our Temper is, the 
more reaſon we have to bleſs God chat we are not 
in 2 worſe Condition. | 
zaly, Let us carefully improve the Providence we 
are at preſent under. We are under the Hand of 
| God, as well as the Egyptians, who is correcting us 
with a Diſtemper with which he viſited them for 
their Sins. Let us not make the ſame ill Improve- 
ment of ours, as they did of their Affliction. It is 
ſaid in the Verſe immediately after my Text, that 
the Lord harden'd the Heart of Pharaoh, ſo that he 
bear kn d not to this Call of Providence, which ſoun- 
ded ſo ow? in his Ears. He had before harden'd 
himſelf, and now God in Judgment harden'd him 
for it. Should this be the caſe of Grear-Britain, it 
would be worſe than if the Plague it ſelf were upon 
us. Let us therefore be ſoften'd under the Hand of 


= God: Letus own Him, let us juſtify Him, let us 


turn to Him, and let us reſolve to carry it dutifully 

towards Him. This will te the beſt uſe we can 

make of this Diſpenſation. oe EO 
4thly, and Laſtly, Let us ſtrive to prevent further 


| Judgments and Calamities from falling upon us. 


| When God would encourage his People to be Obe- 
dient, He promiſes, I will put none of thoſe Diſeaſes 72 
E 


on thee,. which ] brought upon the Egyptians, for I am the bY 


Lord that healetb thee, Exod. 15. 26. But when he 
would diſcourage them from Diſobedience, He 

_ threatens, I will bring ſeven times more Plagues upon 
ou, according to your Sins, Lev. 26. 21. Let us act then 
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as an obedient People, that we may avoid the Curſe, 
and obtain the Bleſſing. Iwill only mind you of 
two Things, one is, what I before hinted, tilat this 
Plague of the Boils, was ſucceeded by the proper 
Peſtilence among the People of Egypt. God 
threaten'd in this very Chapter, Verſes 14, T5. That 
if they did not hearken to this Providence, he wou'd 
fend all bi, Plag yes, and ſmite them with the Peſtilence, 
which was accordingly fullilled in the Death of the. 
Firſt-born. The other is, that we have the greater 
reaſbn to fear, leſt the Small-pox be attended with 
the Plague amongſt us, partly, becauſe this Nation 
was ſcarce ever known to be ſo long as five and for- 
ty Years: without a, Plague till now. And partly 
becauſe, the laſt which afflicted us, was introduc'd 
by the Small- pox raging before it in the ſame Fury 
and Violence, it do's at this Day; but above all, 

becauſe we certainly deſerve it. Well! we may ay 
as Pharaoh; we have Sinned, we and the reſt of this 
People are wicked. But let us when God is Fiſt iting 
us for our Sins, hear and fear, and do no more ſo 
Wickedly. Let. God be glorify d by us, as well as a- 
mong us, ſo we may hope, we ſhall not be Conſu- 

| med, becauſe his Compaſſions failnot. To conclude, 

4 Let us ſo improve the Patience, that we may avert 

the Judgments of God. I hope we are not yet dero- 

ted to Ruin, as Pharaoh and the Egyptiaus were; but 
that God waits to be Gracious Let us therefore in 
1 this our Day, remember the things which belong to 
our Peace, which will be the moſt effectual Method 
cdo remove the Calamities we Feel, and prevent the 

Judgments we Fear. Nothing but Iniquity can be 

our Ruin, but Hardneſs and Impenitency, tis to be 

fear'd, will be ſoy if we give way to it. Let us there- 

fore humble our ſelves under the mighty Hand 0 

God, rent our Hearts, and not our Garments, and 

turn unto the Lord our God, for wi is Merciful a 

Gracious, flow to Anger, and o { great Kindn 5 

and repenteth him. o che Evil. Toh INN - <6 
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